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LIFE MiCliFeed, will run for 5 years aiming to develop circular, bi-
oactive feed additives for sheep and goats to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from livestock production, while at the same time
improving animal health and welfare.

Today we are happy to announce our logo and website (https://www.lifemiclifeed.
eu) as well as the launching of our social-media accounts under the name “LIFE

MICIiIFEED". Stay tuned for our activities and results.

The project involves public and private partners from Greece, Italy, France, and

Belgium. Field work will take place in Greece, Italy and France and will involve

sheep and goat farmers.

THEREFORE, our first Action is getting to know

what the farmers’ need!

One of LIFE MiCliFeed preparatory Actions involve the in-depth interviews with
the farmers of every partner country to collect information regarding the common
practices per country/ region to assess the farmers attitude towards reduction of
GHG emissions and sustainable helminth control and their potential adoption of

novel concepts of parasite control.

The data of the questionnaires will be used to select the external factors involved

in the project and to establish a solid cooperation framework between project

partners and the stakeholders.

112: Partners from UNINA, filling the questionnaire, with farmers in Southern Italy.

3|4: Partners from HAO-VRI filling the questionnaire,
with farmers in West Macedonia, Greece.



WHO WE ARE

PRESENTING

The Veterinary Research Institute,
Hellenic Agricultural Organization

Veterinary Research Institute (VRI) is a part of the Hellenic Agri-
cultural Organization DEMETER is the national body for Agricul-
tural Research and Technology in Greece (www.elgo.gr; www.vri.
gr). VRl is the principal organisation for animal health and welfare
R&D and advice in Greece and aims to reduce environmental im-
pacts and improve food quality. LIFE MiCliFeed involves mainly
the Team of Parasitology which focus on the epidemiology of par-
asitic infections and the support of sustainable disease manage-
ment schemes in livestock (including antiparasitic treatments and
alternatives solutions) aiming to improve product quality/safety,

addressing EU Policy priorities.
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THE PARASITOLOGY GROUP

TEAM LEADER

Dr Smaragda Sotiraki
(Research Director) — Project Coordinator

She holds a Degree in Veterinary Medicine and a Doctorate in
Veterinary Parasitology, both from the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece and conducted post-doctoral research
at the Veterinary School in Denmark between 2002 and 2004.
She is also a de facto member of the European College for
Veterinary Parasitology and since 2018 and elected Member
in the Board of EVPC serving as a Secretary up to 2021 and as

Vice President from 2021 onwards.

Dr Sotiraki has over 20 years R&D and teaching experience
in veterinary parasitology and health management, and he
has produced over 100 peer-reviewed scientific publications
in well recognized journals with a noteworthy number of cita-
tions (h index 26). She has significant managerial experience

in research projects.



Team Members
THE PARASITOLOGY GROUP

Dr. Vaia Kantzoura
(Assistant Researcher)

She has studied Animal Science at the Agricultural
University of Athens, Greece and holds a master’s
and doctoral degree from the same university on
the field of Veterinary Parasitology. She joined VRI
in 2016, when she was appointed as a Researcher,
and she has been participating in several Nation-
al and European Research Projects. Her research
focuses on the effects of parasitic diseases on
animal health and the sustainable management
of parasitic diseases in livestock animals with em-
phasis on modern approaches.
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HELLENIC AGRICULTURAL
ORGANIZATION -DEMETER

Dr. Rania Baka
(Post-Doctoral Researcher)

She graduated as a veterinarian, from the Ar-
istotle University of Thessaloniki, in 2012. She
completed an internship program in the Diag-
nostic Laboratory of the Animal Clinics Veteri-
nary School from where she obtained her Master
(2016) and PhD degree (2021). She has significant
clinical experience, and her research so far has
focused on proteomics and neurology. She has
only recently joined the VRI Team (2022) as a
post-doctoral researcher.
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